CHAPTER 7 S

1. Give an example where you used magic in your daily life recently (for example, you wore a special shirt to your football team’s game so they’d win, or you tossed spilled salt over your shoulder).  Analyze it using the methods of science.  Then decide whether the methods of science do or should apply.

2. Give marks that distinguish science, magic, and religion.  That is, note characteristics that would definitely mark a belief or practice as being in one of those categories only, even though not all instances of science, magic, or religion have that mark—sufficient 
but not necessary conditions for a belief or practice to be labeled science, magic, or religion.  Exchange with a classmate and see if you can find exceptions to the characterizations he or she provided.

3. Zoe’s friend Marvin belongs to the First Church of Cat.  Zoe attends a ceremony of Marvin’s Church where he sacrifices a song bird to ensure health in his home for the coming winter.  Three months later in January Zoe visits Marvin in the hospital where he and his daughter are recovering from bronchial pneumonia.  Marvin has almost recovered, so Zoe challenges him, saying that his belief in an all-powerful Cat whose favor can be ensured by ritual sacrifice of song birds is unfounded, as shown by his illness.  Marvin responds that his faith is not shaken and that he is certain the ritual was somehow imperfect.  He notes that Zoe did not believe in the ritual, so her 
attendance may have contaminated the appeal to Cat.
Evaluate Marvin’s response.  What standards have you used?  Justify the use of those standards in this context.

4. Evaluate the following argument:


We should take claims about extra-sensory perception seriously.  Look, suppose no one 
in the world had a sense of smell except one person.  He would walk along a country 
road where there is a high stone wall and tell his friend, “There are roses there.”  Or he 
would walk into a home and say, “Someone cooked onions here yesterday.”  These 
would seem extraordinary extra-sensory perceptions to his friends and acquaintances.  
Similarly, just because we don’t understand and can’t imagine a mechanism that would 
explain extra-sensory perception, we shouldn’t stop the investigation.

5. Evaluate the following argument:


If the Big Bang theory of the universe is correct, then there was a beginning to the 
universe.  Everything that begins to exist must have a cause.  So the universe must 


have a cause.  Therefore, God exists.

6. Dick tried the following test with Spot every day for the last six weeks.

At mealtime you might put out two feedpans instead of one for your dog or cat.  The feedpans should be located so that they are equally convenient to the animal.  They should be placed six to eight inches apart.  Both should contain the same amount of food and avoid using a feedpan the animal is familiar with.  Pick the dish you wish the animal to eat from and concentrate on it.  In this test, the animal has a 50% chance of choosing correctly half the time.  You may want to keep a record of his responses over several weeks to determine how well your pet has done.

Martin Ebon, ed., Test Your ESP


Dick found that Spot chose the right dish 30 of the 42 times.  Now he’s sure that Spot 
and he can communicate telepathically.  Did his experiment really confirm his expla-
nation for why Spot choose the right dish so often?

7. Evaluate the following experiment and the criticism of it.

Strangers’ prayers don’t benefit health, study finds

Does praying for a sick person’s recovery do any good?


In the largest scientific test of its kind, heart surgery patients showed no benefit when strangers prayed for their recovery.  


And patients who were being prayed for had a slightly higher rate of complications.  The researchers could only guess why.


Several scientists questioned the concept of the study.  Science “is not designed to study the supernatural,” said Dr. Harold G. Koenig, director of the Center for Spirituality, Theology, and Health at the Duke University Medical Center.  The researchers emphasized that their $2.4 million study could not address whether God exists or answers prayers made on another’s behalf.  The study could only look for an effect from the specific prayers offered as part of the research, they said.


The study “did not move us forward or backward” in understanding the effects of prayer, said Dr. Charles Bethea, a co-author and cardiologist at the Integris Baptist Medical Center in Oklahoma City.  “Intercessory prayer under our restricted format had a neutral effect.”


Researchers also said they didn’t know why patients who knew they were being prayed for had a higher rate of complications than patients who only knew that such prayers were a possibility.  Maybe they became anxious by the knowledge that they had been selected for prayers, Bethea said: “Did the patients think ‘I am so sick that they had to call in the prayer team?’ ”


The researchers said family and friends shouldn’t be discouraged from telling a patient about their plans to pray for a good recovery.  The study only focused on prayers by strangers, they said.


It’s the largest and best designed study ever to test the medical effects of intercessory prayers—praying on behalf of someone else.  But critics said the question of God’s reaction to prayer simply can’t be explored by a scientific study.


The study followed about 1,800 patients at six medical centers.  It was financed by the Templeton Foundation, which supports research into science and religion, and one 

of the participating hospitals.  It will appear in Tuesday’s issue of the American Heart Journal.


The research team tested the effect of having three Christian groups pray for particular patients, starting the night before surgery and continuing for two weeks.  

The volunteers prayed for “a successful surgery with quick, healthy recovery and no complications” for specific patients.

Malcolm Ritter, The Associated Press, March 31, 2006

8. Compare:

· Latin prayers said by a priest that the people in the church don’t understand.

· Hebrew prayers said by a rabbi that the people in the synagogue don’t understand.

· Ritual incantations said by a magician that those attending the ceremony do not understand.

