CHAPTER 2 S

State clearly the definitions in the following passages.

1.
Sterility means incapable of reproduction, and so, in the hygienic sense, the complete 
absence of any form of life.  The word is sometimes used more loosely to indicate 
absence of pathogens, ignoring the small number of harmless microorganisms which 
may not be destroyed.  The word sterility should always be used in its strict sense.

J. H. Galloway, Farm Animal Health and Disease Control
2.
Subjective data might be described as the individual’s perspective of a situation or a 
series of events.  This information cannot be determined by the nurse independent of 
interaction or communication with the individual.  Subjective data are frequently 
obtained during the nursing history and include the client’s perceptions, feelings, and 
ideas about self and personal health status.  Examples include the client’s descriptions 


of pain, weakness, frustration, nausea, or embarrassment.


  Objective data consist of observable and measurable information.  This information 
is usually obtained through the senses—sight, smell, hearing, and touch—during the 
physical examination of the client.  Examples of objective data include respiratory rate, 
blood pressure, presence of edema, and weight.

Nursing Process and Nursing Diagnosis, 3rd edition, P. Iyer, B. Taptich, D. Bernocchi-Losey

3.
Metamorphic rocks are rocks that have been altered by heat, pressure, and the chemical 
action of pore fluids (water and early melted mineral matter) to such an extent that new 
minerals are formed that are stable in an environment of higher temperature and 
pressure.
W. K. Hamblin, Introduction to Physical Geology
Are the following good definitions?

4.
Communication is the process by which the behavior of one animal affects the 

behavior of others; that is, it changes the probability distribution of other animals’ 

behavior.
Claud A. Bramblett, Patterns of Primate Behavior, 2nd edition

5.
Communication is when one animal intentionally affects the behavior of another.

6.
A ghost is a translucent being that lives in abandoned houses.

7.
Compare the following.

a. Since the time of thalidomide, it has become widely recognized that drugs consumed by a mother during pregnancy can alter the development of the fetus.  Drugs that cause such malformations are called teratogens (literally, “monster makers”).

William A. McKim, Drugs and Behavior, 5th edition

b. Teratogens are environmental agents (such as drugs or viruses), diseases (such as German measles), and physical conditions (such as malnutrition) that impair physical development and lead to birth defects and even death. 

                                                                                  

Richard A. Griggs, Psychology
8.
Evaluate this disagreement.


Lee:
Single cell animals have a nervous system because they have a way to transmit 

electrical signals in the cell.


Maria:
Boy, are you wrong.  Nervous systems are composed of cells, so clearly single 

cell animals can’t have a nervous system.

9.
Definitions of “nursing”


Evaluate the following definitions from Nursing Process and Nursing Diagnosis, 3rd 
edition, P. Iyer, B. Taptich, D. Bernocchi-Losey, pp. 3–6 (the proposer of the definition 
is given in parentheses).

a. Assisting the individual, sick or well, in the performance of those activities contributing to health or its recovery (or to peaceful death) that s/he would perform unaided if s/he had the necessary strength, will or knowledge.  (Virginia Henderson)

b. A human interaction whose goal is the promotion of wholeness for all people, well or sick.  (Myra Levine)

c. A science with an organized body of abstract knowledge arrived at by scientific research and logical analysis; it is an art in the imaginative and creative use of the body of knowledge in human service.  (Martha Rogers)

d. The practice of nursing as a registered professional is defined as diagnosing and treating human responses to actual or potential physical and emotional health problems through such services as casefinding, health teaching, health counseling, and provision of care supportive or restorative of life and well being . . . and executing medical regimens as prescribed by a licensed or otherwise legally authorized physician or dentist.   (New Jersey Nurse Practice Act, 1993)

10.
Bring in and evaluate a definition from a science course you have taken or are taking.

