Exercises for Chapter 12

1. Some words and phrases that suggest an analogy is being used are “like,” “just as,” and “for the same reason.”  List three more.

2. What do you need to make a comparison into reasoning by analogy?

3. Are analogies typically complete arguments?  Explain.

4. What should you do first in evaluating an analogy?  Second?

Exercises 5–27 are comparisons for you to evaluate.  There may be more than one argument in an exercise.

5. You wouldn’t buy a kitten at a pet store to give to your dog.  Why, then, do you consider it acceptable to buy white rats for your boa constrictor?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
6. All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players.

Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
7. Zoe:
(while driving)  Don’t throw that banana peel out the window.


Dick:
Don’t worry, it’s biodegradable.


Zoe:
So is a newspaper.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
8. Dick:
Zoe, let’s get married.


Zoe:
I’ve told you before, Dick, I won’t get married until we sleep together.


Dick:
But that would be wrong.  I won’t sleep with you before we get married.


Zoe:
Would you buy a car without a test drive?


Dick:
Why buy the cow when the milk’s free?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
9. Dick:
Congratulations on getting away with the shoplifting.


Zoe:
What are you talking about?


Dick:
Didn’t you just install Adobe Acrobat on your computer from Tom’s copy?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
10. If killing is wrong, why do you punish murderers by killing them?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
11. [Concerning the suggestion that the government should do nothing to rescue the big automakers Chrysler and General Motors from going bankrupt in 2008.]


It’s easy to demonize the American auto industry.  It has behaved with the foresight of 


a crack addict for years.  But even when people set their own house on fire, we still 



dial 9-1-1, hoping to save lives, salvage what we can and protect the rest of the 
neighborhood.
Bob Herbert, The New York Times, November 15, 2008


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
12. From an article in Smithsonian, vol. 32, no. 11, 2002, about irrigation of small farms in New Mexico: The practice of trading in water as a commodity, observes one activist, is like “selling sunshine.”


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
13. [image: image1.emf]

Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
14. Tom:
Colleges should be run like businesses.  Then they’d be more efficient, would cost less, and the education would be better because competition would be rewarded and bad teaching would be penalized.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
15. Downloading computer software from someone you don’t know is like accepting 
candy from a stranger.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
16. Maria:  Suppose someone came up to you and offered you a sure-fire method for finding $100 bills on the street, for which he’d charge you only $5.95.  You’d be crazy to buy it from him.  After all, he could just as easily pick up the $100 bills himself.  Besides, we know there aren’t any $100 bills lying around the street, since any time there’s a $100 bill floating free you can be sure that someone will pick it up immediately.  So why pay money to a stock analyst?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
17. Flo’s mother:  It’s just so hard raising Flo.


Dick:  How hard can it be to raise a kid?  After all, I’ve trained two dogs.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
18. When it emerged that the Salahis had managed to get through security [to a party with the Obamas at the White House] without being on the guest list, blame fell on the Secret Service, which has admitted failures, but also on the social office, which didn’t have staff stationed at the checkpoints—a departure from past administrations.
“I mean, come on, even Wal-Mart has a greeter,” Rep. Loretta Sanchez, D-Calif., told Politico.com. Associated Press, 2010


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
19. Tom:
I can’t believe you’re out demonstrating against the U.S. fighting in Afghanistan.


Dick:
I’m against war—all wars.  I’m a pacifist.

Tom:
So, if someone came up to you on the street and hit you from behind, you wouldn’t turn and hit him back?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
20. When a trout rising to a fly gets hooked on a line and finds himself unable to swim about freely, he begins with a fight which results in struggles and splashes and sometimes an escape.  Often, of course, the situation is too tough for him.  In the same way the human being struggles with his environment and with the hooks that catch him.  Sometimes he masters his difficulties; sometimes they are too much for him.  His struggles are all that the world sees and it naturally misunderstands them.  It is hard for a free fish to understand what is happening to a hooked one.




Karl A. Menninger, The Human Mind


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Comparison:


Premises:


Similarities:


Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong                       weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)

21. “Violent video games are like peanut butter,” said Christopher J. Ferguson, of Texas A&M International University.  “They are harmless for the vast majority of kids but are harmful to a small minority with pre-existing personality or mental health problems.”  
“More Studies Show that Violent Video Games Aren’t a Problem for Kids”,  Reuters, June 9, 2010


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
22. Tom:
Seat belts cause accidents.


Dick:
Are you crazy?  Seat belts save lives.  Everyone knows that.


Tom:
No, they cause accidents.  They may prevent serious injury in some accidents, 

but there are more accidents now because people use seat belts.


Dick:
Why’s that?


Tom:
The threat of getting killed or seriously injured in an accident is much less 

if you’re wearing a seat belt.  Because people reckon they are safer, they’re less 

careful and drive faster.  So they get into more accidents.  Some guy at the 

University of Chicago looked at the numbers in the 1970s and found that there 

were fewer deaths per accident, but more accidents, so that the actual number 

of people getting killed remained about the same after seat belts were required.


Dick:
Well, if that’s the case, we better not make any more improvements on cars.  

And we certainly shouldn’t require motorcycle riders to wear helmets.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):

Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
23. We should take claims about extra-sensory perception seriously.  Look, suppose no one in the world had a sense of smell except one person.  He would walk along a country road where there is a high stone wall and tell his friend, “There are roses there.”  Or he 
would walk into a home and say, “Someone cooked onions here yesterday.”  These would seem extraordinary extra-sensory perceptions to his friends and acquaintances.  Similarly, just because we don’t understand and can’t imagine a mechanism that would explain extra-sensory perception, we shouldn’t stop the investigation.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
24. Zeke:
Boy, did you screw up.


Dick:
That is so unnecessary.


Zeke:
So is ice cream.  But if it gives you pleasure, why not do it?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
25. Dick:
Our diet should be similar to that of cavemen—that’s what our genes are 

programmed for.


Zoe:
You’re nuts.  Besides, it’s cave dwellers, not “cavemen.”


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
26. I know I can’t really feel a pain you have.  But because we’re so much alike in so many ways, I’m sure that you feel physical pain in roughly the same way I do.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
27. God must exist.  The way everything works together in nature—the adaptation of means to ends, the beauty—resembles but far exceeds what humans do.  Everything works together as a fine piece of machinery, like a watch.  So there must be some maker with intelligence behind all of nature.  That is, God exists and is similar to human mind and intelligence.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):

Comparison:

Premises:

Similarities:

Additional premises (make the comparison explicit, add a general principle):


Classify (with the additional premises):   valid    strong ---------------- weak


Good argument?  (look for differences or ways the general principle could be false)
28. 

a. Suppose that tomorrow good, highly reliable research is announced showing that oil derived from tails removed without anesthetic from healthy cats when applied to human skin reduces wrinkles significantly.  Would it be justifiable to do further research and manufacture this oil?
b. Same as (a) except that the oil is drunk with orange juice and significantly reduces the chance of lung cancer for smokers. 
c. Same as (a) except the oil is mixed with potatoes and eaten and significantly reduces the chance of heart disease and lengthens the lives of women. 
d. Same as (a) except that when drunk, the oil kills off all viruses harmful to humans.

29.  Do Exercise 28, reading “dogs” for “cats.”
