CHAPTER 11

The exercises here are a review of this chapter and some of the basic parts of earlier ones.  Your real practice in using this material will come in evaluating the arguments for analysis that follow in the next section.

1. What are the three tests an argument must pass to be good?

2. State the Guide to Repairing Arguments.

3. State the conditions under which an argument is unrepairable.

4. Is every valid or strong argument with true premises good?  Give an explanation and/or counterexample.

5. If a very strong argument has twelve true premises and one dubious one, should we accept the conclusion?

6. What does a bad argument tell us about its conclusion?

7. What is our most reliable source of information about the world?

8. Why isn’t a slippery slope argument classified as a structural fallacy?

9. Why isn’t a false dilemma classified as a structural fallacy?

10. How can we distinguish between ridicule and an attempt to reduce to the absurd?

11. Give an example of affirming the consequent.

12. Give an example of denying the antecedent.

13. Give an example of arguing backwards with “all.”

14. Give an example of arguing backwards with “almost all.”

15. Give an example of reasoning in a chain with “some.”  Is it valid?

16. Give an example of arguing backwards with “no.”

17. Give an example of confusing objective and subjective.  Is it a bad argument?

18. Give an example of drawing the line.  Is it a bad argument?

19. Give an example of mistaking the person for the claim.  Is it a bad argument?

20. Give an example of mistaking the person for the argument.  Is it a bad argument?

21. Give an example of an appeal to authority that is not a bad argument.

22. Give an example of a phony refutation.  Is it a bad argument?

23. Give an example of a false dilemma.  Is it a bad argument?

24. Give an example of an appeal to pity.  Is it a bad argument?

25. Give an example of an appeal to fear.  Is it a bad argument?
26. Give an example of an argument that uses the generic premise of one of the types 
of content fallacies but which is not a bad argument.

27. Give an example of begging the question.  Is it a bad argument?

28. Give an example of an argument that someone might criticize as having an irrelevant premise or premises.

29. What is a strawman?  

a. Give an example.

30. Why are slanters included in this chapter on fallacies?

