
CHAPTER 10

Exercises for Chapter 10

1. Write a bad argument in favor of affirmative action whose only premises appeal to pity.

2. Find an advertisement that uses apple polishing.  Attach it here.  Is it a good argument?

3. Find an advertisement that uses an appeal to fear.  Attach it here.  Is it a good argument?

4. Make up an appeal to some emotion for the next time a traffic officer stops you.

5. Report to the class on a “calling in your debts” argument you’ve heard.

6. Give an example of an appeal to spite that invokes what someone believes.  (Hint: Look att at pat political speeches.)  Is it a good argument?

7. Give an example of an appeal to patriotism.  Is it a good argument?

(Samuel Johnson: “Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel.”)

(Ambrose Bierce: “Patriotism is the first refuge of a scoundrel.”)

For each of the following, decide if it is an argument.  If it is, decide if it is an appeal to an emotion and, if so, which emotion(s).  Then decide whether it’s a good argument.

8. Zoe: We should stop all experimentation on animals right now.  Imagine, hurting 

those poor doggies.

Dick: But there’s no reason why we shouldn’t continue experimenting with cats.  

You know how they make me sneeze.

9. Vote for Senator Wong.  He knows how important your concerns are.

10. Before you buy that Japanese car, ask whether you want to see some Japanese tycoon get rich at your expense or whether you’d prefer to see an American kid get a meal on his plate next week.

11. Dear Dr. E,
I was very disappointed with my grade in your critical thinking course, but I’m sure that it was just a mistake in calculating my marks.  Can I speak with you this Tuesday, right before I have lunch with my uncle, Dr. Jones, the Dean of Liberal Arts, where we plan to discuss sexual harassment on this campus?   Sincerely, Elizabeth Burnstile

12. Mom:  Go ahead, Zoe.  Live with your boyfriend Dick.  Who am I to say no?  I’m just your mother.  Break my heart.

13. Sunbathing does not cause skin cancer.  If it did, how could I enjoy the beach?

14. Democracy is the best form of government, otherwise this wouldn’t be the greatest country in the world.

15. Smoking can’t cause cancer, or I would have been dead a long time ago.

16. Dear Senator:

Before you make up your mind on how to vote on the abortion bill, I’d like to remind you that those who support abortion rights usually have small families.  A few years from now, all my six children, and the many children of my friends, all of whom believe abortion is morally wrong, will be voting.

17. You mean that after we flew you here to Florida, paid for your lodging, showed you a wonderful time, all for free, you aren’t going to buy a lot from us?

18. You shouldn’t vote for gun control.  It’ll just make it easier for violent criminals to take advantage of us.

19. Wanda:  I know this diet’s going to work because I have to lose 20 pounds by the end of this month.

20. In Dr. E’s class, if a student has to miss an exam, then the student has to petition to be excused.  If the petition is granted for a midterm, then the final counts that much more.  If the petition is denied, the student fails the exam.  Here’s an excuse petition from one of his students, written before the exam.  Is it a good argument?  Should Dr. E grant the petition? 

October 17th through the 21st I will be out of town due to a family function.  I am aware that my philosophy midterm falls on the 17th and, unfortunately, my flight leaves at 7 a.m. that morning.  I am asking to please be excused from the midterm.

My boyfriend of two and a half years is standing as the best man in his brother’s wedding.  Being together for two years, I have become as much a part of his family as he is.  This wedding is a once in a lifetime event and I want to be there to share it with him.

I am a 100% devoted student and would never intentionally miss an exam.  However, this is something beyond my control.   I understand that if my request is granted, I will have to put forth extra effort and prepare myself for the final.  With the only other alternative being to drop the course, I am fully prepared to do whatever it takes.

I have attached a copy of my flight reservation as well as a copy of the wedding invitation for verification.  I am aware that many teachers would not even give me the opportunity to petition to be excused when the midterm is the case, but I would more than appreciate it if you would grant my request.


