CHAPTER 9
1. Come up with a loaded question you might pose to an instructor to try to make him or her give you a better grade.

2. Give a loaded question you might ask a police officer who stops you.

3. Give an example of “politically correct” language and rephrase it in neutral language.

4. Give a euphemism and a dysphemism for each of the following.  Be sure your word or phrase can be used in a sentence in place of the original.


a.
Used car.


b.
Sexually explicit books.


c.
Mentally handicapped person.


d.
Unemployed person.

5. Find an example of a euphemism from a news broadcast.

6. Find an example of a dysphemism from a news broadcast.

7. Find an example of a downplayer.  Say what the hidden claim is.

8. Find an example of hyperbole from a news broadcast.

9. Typical proof substitutes are “obviously” and “everyone knows that . . .”.  List six more.

10. Find an example from another textbook in which it sounds like the author is giving an argument, but there’s really no proof.

11. Find an example from a political speech in which it sounds like the speaker is giving an argument, but there’s really no proof.

12. Rewrite the following actual quotes in neutral language:
a. “Our operatives succeeded with the termination with extreme prejudice.” (Reported by the CIA)

b. “There was a premature impact of the aircraft with the terrain below.” (Announced by the FAA)

13. Write a neutral description of someone you know well, one that a third party could use to recognize him or her.  Now write a slanted version by replacing the neutral terms with euphemisms or dysphemisms, adding downplayers or up-players.

Neutral

Slanted
14. Bring to class a letter to the editor or an article from a respected website.  Read it to the class.  Then replace all the slanters and read it again.

Say what, if anything, is wrong in the following and make any concealed claim explicit.

15. When are you going to start studying in this course?

16. New Mexico surveys show 60 percent of high schoolers have had sex before graduating, and only 12 percent remain abstinent until marriage. (Albuquerque Journal, January 13, 2005)
17. Scientists have discovered a cure for baldness.

18. E-mail us and we’ll do our best to get back to you within 12 hours. (Ticketmaster’s “contact us” web page)
19. New Mexico had fewer than one in five—about 18 percent—of its total population living in poverty last year, while the United States remained level at about 12.5 percent. (Sean Olson, Albuquerque Journal, August 27, 2008)
20. Dick: That was really rotten, making me wait for an hour.

Zoe: I’m sorry you feel that way.

21. The study of history is not expected to yield any framework in which successful predictions can be made.  From time to time, schools of thought arise which claim this ability, but their record makes even economists seem like skilled clairvoyants.

(Paul Ormerod, The Death of Economics)
22. “Knowing the law, and being perhaps a respectable, religious person, he is anxious to abstain from all appearance of evil. (The Shepherd’s Life, W. H. Hudson, 1921)
23. The Army Corps of Engineers will begin its work on swamp reclamation next month.

24. Thousands of words from U.S. officials, it appears, have proved no match for the last week’s news, which produced a barrage of pictures of wounded Afghan children and of Israeli tanks rolling into Palestinian villages.  “Talking heads just can’t compete,” a Western diplomat in Cairo said.  “The images touch emotions, and people in this part of the world react according to their emotions.” (New York Times News Service, October 19, 2001)
25. (from the front of Simple Truth Almond Milk carton)

Free from 101+ artificial preservatives & ingredients* 

[there is no note for the asterisk]

(from the back of Simple Truth Almond Milk carton)

INGREDIENTS: Almond milk (filtered water, almonds), Evaporated Sugar Cane, Tricalcium Phosphate, Sea Salt, Gellan Gum, Dipotassium Phosphate, Xanthan Gum, Sunflower Lecithin, Vitamin A Palmitate, Vitamin D2, D-Alpha-Tocopherol

26. “In a way, we’re a kind of a Peace Corps.”  (A training director of the Fort Bragg Green Beret Center, 1969)
27. Tom:  This book Esperanza’s Box of Saints by Maria Escandón is great.  It’s so good that if I didn’t know better I would have thought it was written by a man.

28. Though France is one of the most atheistic nations on earth—surpassed only by Japan, China, and, oddly, the Czech Republic—it has always revered political messiahs: Napoleon, Boulanger, Pétain, De Gaulle, Mitterrand. (Mark Lilla,“The Strangely Conservative French”, New York Review of Books, 2015)
29. [In the Business Outlook section of the Albuquerque Journal, July 18, 2011 there was an article by Jerry Pacheco about businesses in northern Mexico exporting to the U.S.]  Only 18 percent of the companies surveyed that had operations in Mexico said that they had experienced supply chain disruption due to security issues.
30. How many years in prison should someone get for sending a virus out on the Internet that infects thousands of machines?

31. It seems fairly safe to assume that foreign-exchange dealers are human and hence more intelligent than ants.  We may occasionally have our doubts, but broadly speaking this is true.  (Paul Ormerod, Butterfly Economics) 
32. U.S. Air Force Colonel David Opfer, air attaché in Cambodia, complained to reporters about their coverage of the Vietnam War, “You always write bombing, bombing, bombing. It’s not bombing; it’s air support.”
33. Students should be required to wear uniforms in high schools.  It has been well documented that wearing uniforms reduces gang violence.

34. Despite the fact that [Benjamin] Franklin was out of touch with the centers of European thought, his ideas on electricity were truly original and fundamental. (Gordon S. Wood, The New York Review of Books, September 26, 2003)
35. Maria:  Wanda’s so sad.  She doesn’t even want to get out of bed anymore.  It looks like she’s in another bout of blues.
36. The gaming industry in Nevada recorded another record year of profits.

37. (In a review of a book that contains descriptions of leaders of the Soviet Union)

Even for politicians, they spend a disproportionate amount of their time drinking, plotting, lying, swearing, and insulting one another. (Robert Cottrell, The New York Review of Books, May 1, 2003)
38. Manuel: Hey, Dr. E, I read in the New Scientist that in Queensland, Australia, you can buy free-range eggs endorsed by the Australian humane society, where the egg boxes say, “These eggs come from hens that are: Free from hunger and thirst; Free from pain, injury and disease; Free from fear and distress; Free from discomfort; Free to express themselves.”

Dr. E: Great.  I should apply for a job as a free-range hen.

39. The U.S. economy shed 1.4 million jobs over the 12 months ended in March. (USA Today, March 24, 2002)
40. “We didn’t turn him down.  We didn’t accept him.”  President of Springdale Country Club (Princeton, N.J.), concerning an African-American applicant for membership.

41. That corporation wants to erect a hotel in an unspoiled wilderness area.

42. The proposed ban on bulk shipments [of tequila to the United States] would not take place until January 2005, and Greisser said the year’s delay was to provide Mexican companies time to expand their bottling plants.

“This proposal could have a grave effect on consumers worldwide through higher prices, fewer choices and the significant potential for serious product shortages,” said Peter Cressy, president of the Distilled Spirits Council of the United States. (Albuquerque Journal, Sept. 26, 2003)
43. [Malcolm] Sharbutt [co-star of the current production and two-year veteran] attributes the staying power [of the Vortex theater] to the plays on the program.  “It’s because we offer a different venue than the other places in town,” he says.  “You can see ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ or a play by Neil Simon anywhere in town, but we’re going to do plays about junkies and rape and bad families.  We try to keep it real.” (Albuquerque Tribune, January 10, 2003)
44. (from the front of a bottle of Equate Clear Hand Soap in large type)

Washes away germs and bacteria**

(from the back in small type)

** Washing hands helps wash away bacteria and germs.

45. At last our government has decided to give compensation to the Japanese who were resettled in internment camps during World War II.

46. Blondes aren’t dumb—they’re just slow
Berlin—Blonde women are not dumber than brunettes or redheads, a reassuring study shows—they are just slower at processing information, take longer to react to stimuli and tend to retain less information for a shorter period of time than other women. “This should put an end to the insulting view that blondes are airheads,” said Dr. Andrea Stenner, a blonde sociologist who studied more than 3,000 women for her doctoral research project. (Weekly World News, October 1996)
47. Dr. Rajendra K. Pachauri, the chairman of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), compared Bjørn Lomborg, Danish statistician and author of The Skeptical Environmentalist, to Adolf Hitler in an interview with Jyllandsposten, a leading Danish newspaper (Apr. 21).  Pachauri said, “What is the difference between Lomborg's view of humanity and Hitler’s?  You cannot treat people like cattle.  You must respect the diversity of cultures on earth.  Lomborg thinks of people like numbers.  He thinks it would be cheaper just to evacuate people from the Maldives, rather than trying to prevent world sea levels from rising so that island groups like the Maldives or Tuvalu just disappear into the sea.  But where's the respect for people in that?  People have a right to live and die in the place where their forefathers have lived and died.  If you were to accept Lomborg’s way of thinking, then maybe what Hitler did was the right thing.” (Cooler Heads Coalition, April 28, 2004, http://www.globalwarming.org/article.php?uid=637)
48. (in large type from the front of a package of Purina Dog Chow Complete)

50 lb. BONUS SIZE         4 lbs. free

49. Viviscal Man
Scientifically formulated for me who want to nourish thinning hair and promotes existing hair growth* from within

[there is no note for the asterisk]

Clinically Researched Formula

Viviscal is grounded in 25 years of continuous research and development.  The efficacy of Viviscal is supported by 7 clinical studies.

50. Wages for the same kind of labor are lower in the South than in the North.  Also, wages are lower in Puerto Rico than in the United States.  How can a northern employee protect his wage level from the competition of lower-wage southern labor?  And how can a laborer in the United States protect his job (and higher wage rate) from Puerto Rican labor?  One device would be to advocate “equal pay for equal work” in the United States, including Puerto Rico, by legislating minimum wages higher than the prevailing level in the South and Puerto Rico.  It should come as no surprise to learn that in the United States support for minimum-wage laws comes primarily from northerners who profess to be trying to help the poorer southern laborers. (A. Alchian and W. Allen, University Economics)
