CHAPTER 6

Exercises for Chapter 6

1. In my first comment after the argument about bicycling on p. 114 of the text, I challenge the student.  Have I shown the argument is bad?  Explain.

2. What is a counterargument?

3. If you show an argument is bad, what have you shown about its conclusion?

4. How should you respond to a counterargument?

5.

a. Why are counterarguments useful in your own writing?

b. Give three phrases you can use to introduce objections to your own argument in your writing.

6.
Find an article in which the author answers a counterargument and attach it here.

7.
Find an article where a comment posted after it is an attempt to refute the conclusion.

8.
Explain the role of each claim in the following discussion.


Zoe:
I think sex is the answer to almost everyone’s problems.


Dick:
How can you say that?


Zoe:
It takes away your tension, right?


Dick:
Not if you’re involved with someone you don’t like.


Zoe:
Well, anyway, it makes you feel better.


Dick:
Not if it’s against your morals.  Anyway, heroin makes you feel good, too.


Zoe:
But it’s healthy and natural, just like eating and drinking.


Dick:
Sure, and you can catch terrible diseases.  Sex should be confined to marriage.


Zoe:
Is that a proposal?

9.
Write a short argument against drinking alcohol that acknowledges why some people want to drink alcohol.

10.
If you can start with a collection of claims and can make a valid or strong argument with a false conclusion, what does that tell you?  Explain.

11.
What is reducing an argument to the absurd?

12.
Which of the ways of refuting an argument is best?  Why?

13.
What’s the difference between ridicule and reducing to the absurd?

14.
Why isn’t a phony refutation really a refutation of an argument?

15.
a.
What is a strawman?


b.
Bring in an example and attach it or write it down here.

Evaluate the attempts to refute arguments in Exercises 16–32 by answering the italicized questions.

16.
Lee:
I’m going to vote for that initiative to eliminate discrimination against transgender people in hiring and getting places to live.  They should be treated  like everyone else.  They deserve a chance to get jobs and homes.


Tom:
Are you kidding?  I’m voting against it.  You should, too.  They don’t deserve any preference over the rest of us.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

17.  Some say government healthcare would compete unfairly with private companies and amount to socialism.  But the same people who object passionately to “socialized healthcare” don’t block their 911 service, or disconnect themselves from socialized sewers, or avoid interstate highways, or reject Medicare when they’re old.


What is the method of refutation?

Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

18.
Zoe:
You should eat less red meat.  Red meat has lots of cholesterol which blocks up the arteries and leads to an increased risk of heart disease.


Dick:
Mankind has been eating red meat since the dawn of time, and we have still survived as a species.  If we stopped eating everything that was bad for us, we would be left with nothing to consume but small white tasteless pills, which would later be discovered to cause a new type of deadly cancer.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

19.
Look, I agree with you.  We have too much violence in the streets, too many drug  pushers, too little respect for the law.  But our prisons are overflowing, and that’s costing us a fortune.  So we’ve got to reduce our prison population.  Yet you say we should be even tougher on crime.  The answer is simple: Institute a lottery among all convicted felons in jail and execute one of them every month—no appeals.  That’ll instill a real fear of being arrested.  And it’d be fair, too.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

20.
Mary Ellen:  Yes, yes, Dr. E.  Raw food is best for you.  I eat only raw food.




Cooking destroys all the goodness in the food.


Dr. E:
There goes 2,000,000 years of evolution.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

21.
Zoe:
I can’t believe you’re eating all those spicy almonds.  I thought you were trying to lose weight.  They’re really fattening.


Dick:
Not if you don’t chew them.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

22.
(Complete letter to the editor from Vern Raburn, CEO, Eclipse Aviation, in Crosswinds Weekly, July 11, 2002, in response to an article “Eclipse Aviation’s Money Troubles”.)


Should you decide you are interested in supplying your readers with something other than lies and bullshit, I suggest you spend more time fact checking for yourself.  This will help prevent you from the embarrassment of propagating others’ inaccuracies. 


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

23.
Columnist George Will wrote in Newsweek last year that a dime placed on the edge of a 4-foot by 6-foot dinner table would represent the relative portion of the refuge that would be opened for drilling.


I could use Will’s analogy to compare the size of a bullet through your heart with the size of your body and draw the mistaken conclusion that very little damage would result.  Unfortunately for the refuge, the area proposed for drilling has been described (by the Republican Reagan administration, no less) as its “biological heart.”

America’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge by N. K. Whiton, Albuquerque Tribune, 5/7/2003


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

24.
Maria:
You say that life begins at conception, right?


Tom:
Yes.  Suzy and I believe that.


Maria:
So a person conceived in the US should be a citizen—that's where his or her life began.  So an Iranian mullah whose mother was in the US from the whole time between 11 and 7 months before he was born should be able to claim citizenship in the US, since he was surely conceived while she was here.  But you’re dead set against letting more people who were born and raised outside the US into the country.  So the solution is that we should make sure that all women coming to the US don’t have sex while they’re here.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

25.  Maria:
Really it was Einstein’s wife who was the great genius.  She was the one who had the ideas that went into those early papers “he” wrote about relativity. They were working together.  But he got the honors because he was a man.  And she had the child and had to keep the house.


Harry:
Look, there weren’t two geniuses like Einstein.  That’s beyond probability.  And after those earlier papers, he continued to make incredible scientific breakthroughs.  He would have been considered one of the greatest minds of all time for just the work that came after those early papers.  While his wife never did anything scientifically important again.


Maria:
That was because she was keeping house, ’till that chauvinist pig divorced her.


Harry:
I don’t doubt that she had some input into those early works, maybe even did equal work with him at the beginning.  But it was Einstein who saw the ideas through and made them real to people and who continued to do great work.  It wasn’t his wife.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

26.
I have heard people talk of the “scientific” extermination of the Jews in Germany.  There was nothing scientific about it.  It was only thorough.  There was no question of making observations and then checking them in order to determine something.

Richard Feynman, The Meaning of It All


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

27.
Tom:
I’m going to to the animal shelter to adopt a big dog, like a German shepherd.


Maria:
But your place is too small.


Tom:
I don’t like small dogs.  You can get more exercise with a big dog.


Maria:
Why don’t you get a pony then?  I’m sure you’d get into great shape with that.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

28.
Lee:
Sure Tom gets it wrong sometimes and he can be really hard-headed.  But you’ve got to admire how he’s consistent in his opinions.


Maria:
So was Hitler.



What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

29.
Harry:
There’s no reason to think the Nazca lines were made by aliens.  The art is similar to Nazca pottery.  Wooden posts have been found next to the lines, showing they used ground-based techniques to draw them.


Wanda:
Since no one knows for sure whether aliens exist, it’s really up to the individual to decide whether they do or not.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

30.  Suzy:
Suicide and euthanasia are wrong because no person should play God.  That’s taking over the right to decide life and death, which belongs only to God.


Manuel:
But then I shouldn’t get out of the way if a car is coming fast at me—I’d be taking over the right to decide life and death, playing God like you say.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

31.  Wanda:
I want to have a baby.  They’re so cute, so small and cuddly.  And I could dress it up with those adorable outfits they have.  And they love you totally, without complaining.


Maria:
Get a chihuahua instead.  It’ll be cheaper and you won’t have to save for its college education.


What is the method of refutation?


Is the refutation a good argument? (Explain)

For exercises 32-36, refute the following arguments.  Say whether you are showing a premise is dubious, attacking an unstated premise, showing the argument is weak, or reducing to the absurd.

32.
Mrs. Wang is a great marriage therapist.  She really cares about her clients.

33.
Multiple-choice examinations are the best way to examine students.  The grading is completely objective.  Students know how to prepare for them.  And professors don’t have to spend a lot of time grading them.

34.
You should keep a gun in your home.  This is a dangerous neighborhood, and a gun is the best protection you can get.  Think of what could happen if someone broke in.

35.
Single parents should get special assistance from the government.  After all, a two-parent family has two paychecks and twice the attention to give to their children.  Some single-parent families end up having to use the welfare system because they can’t afford child care.  Therefore, the government should give free child care to single-parent families.

36.
There should be more extra credit available in this course, because it’s a hard course.

37.
Evaluate the following argument.  Indicate what argument is being refuted, and how each part of it is challenged.  Say whether the refutation is good or not.

The State’s primary claim is that death is a necessary punishment because it prevents the commission of capital crimes more effectively than any less severe punishment.  The first part of this claim is that the infliction of death is necessary to stop the individuals executed from committing further crimes.  The sufficient answer to this is that if a criminal convicted of a capital crime poses a danger to society, effective administration of the State’s pardon and parole laws can delay or deny his release from prison, and techniques of isolation can eliminate or minimize the danger while he remains confined.  The more significant argument is that the threat of death prevents the commission of capital crimes because it deters potential criminals who would not be deterred by the threat of imprisonment.  The argument is not based upon evidence that the threat of death is a superior deterrent.  Indeed, as my Brother [Justice] Marshall establishes, the available evidence uniformly indicates, although it does not conclusively prove, that the threat of death has no greater deterrent effect than the threat of imprisonment.

From Justice Brennan’s opinion in Furman v. Georgia, 408 U.S. (1972)

REVIEW EXERCISES for CHAPTERS 1–6

1.
What is an argument?

2.
What is a claim?

3.
a.
What is an objective claim?  


b.
Give an example of an objective claim.


c.
Give an example of a subjective claim.

4.
Can a vague sentence be a claim?  Explain. 

5.
a.
What is a prescriptive claim?


b.
Give an example.


c.
What standard, if any, is presupposed by your example?

6.
Is a definition a claim?  Explain.

7.
a.
What is a persuasive definition?


b.
Give an example.

8.
What is the drawing the line fallacy?

9.
What three tests must an argument pass for it to be good?

10.
a.
What is a valid argument?


b.
Give an example of a valid argument that is good.


c.
Give an example of a valid argument that is bad.

11.
a.
What does it mean to say an argument is strong?


b.
Give an example of a strong argument that is good.


c.
Give an example of a strong argument that is bad.

12.
Is every weak argument bad?  Give an explanation or example.

13.
How do you show an argument is weak?

14.
If a strong argument has eight true premises and one false premise, should we accept 


the conclusion?  Explain.

15.
If an argument is bad, what does that tell us about its conclusion?

16.
Is every valid or strong argument with true premises good?  Give an explanation 


or example.

17.
Should we always prefer valid arguments to strong arguments?  Give an explanation 


or example.

18.
What is our most reliable source of information about the world?

19.
What three choices can we make about whether to believe a claim?

20.
Give five criteria for accepting an unsupported claim.

21.
Give two criteria for rejecting an unsupported claim.

22.
When should we suspend judgment on a claim?

23.
What does it mean to say that someone is arguing backwards?

24.
What does it mean to say that someone is mistaking the person for the argument?

25.
When are we justified in rejecting a claim because of who said it?

26.
When are we justified in rejecting an argument because of who said it?

27.
What is a phony refutation?

28.
State the Principle of Rational Discussion.

29.
What is the Mark of Irrationality?

30.
State the Guide to Repairing Arguments.

31.
List the circumstances in which we shouldn’t bother to try to repair an argument.

32.
What does it mean to say that you can’t get “ought” from “is”?

33.
a.
What is an indicator word?  


b.
Is an indicator word part of a claim?

34.
Why is it a good idea to include a counterargument to an argument that you are writing?

35.
What are the three ways of directly refuting an argument?

36.
When you use the method of reducing to the absurd to refute an argument, does it show 
that one of the premises is false?  Explain.

37.
How does ridicule differ from reducing to the absurd?

