CHAPTER 5

Exercises for Sections A and B

1. Why add premises or a conclusion?  Why not take arguments as they are?

2. State the Principle of Rational Discussion and explain why we are justified in adopting it when we reason with others.

3. What should you do if you find that the Principle of Rational Discussion does not apply in a discussion you’re having?

4. You find that a close friend is an alcoholic.  You want to help her.  You want to convince her to stop drinking.  Which is more appropriate, to reason with her or take her to an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting?  Explain.

5. Since often people don’t satisfy the Principle of Rational Discussion, why not just use bad arguments to fit the circumstances?

Exercises for Section C

1. State the guide we have in judging when to add or delete a premise, and then what would count as a suitable unstated premise.

2. When can’t we repair an argument?

3. When you show an argument is bad, what does that tell you about the conclusion?
4. If a strong argument has one false premise and thirteen true premises, what choice should we make about whether to believe its conclusion?
5. How should we understand the charge that a premise is irrelevant?

Analyze Exercises 6–31 by answering the questions below each.

6. Dr. E is a teacher.  All teachers are men.  So Dr. E is a man.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).


It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

7.
George walks like a duck.  George looks like a duck.  George quacks like a duck.  


So George is a duck.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

8.
If you’re so smart, why aren’t you rich?


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

9.
You caught the flu from me?  Impossible!  I haven’t seen you for two months.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

10.
You caught the flu from me?  Impossible!  You got sick first.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

11.
Suzy:  I just got 23 new Twitter followers!  I must be really popular.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

12.
Mary Ellen just bought a Mercedes.  So Mary Ellen must be rich.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

13.
All great teachers are tough graders.  So Dr. E is a great teacher.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

14.
No cat barks.  So Ralph is not a cat.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

15.
You’re blue-eyed.  So your parents must be blue-eyed.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

16.
Dick:
When you’re out can you stop at the grocery and buy a big bag of dog food?


Zoe:
You know I’m riding my bike today.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

17.
Cheap horses are rare.  Rare things are expensive.  Therefore, cheap horses are expensive.

Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

18.
Flo is taller than when I saw her three months ago.  So she’s grown.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

19.
Suzy is taller than when I saw her yesterday.  So she’s grown.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

20.
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Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so):

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

21.
Dick:
Harry got into college because of affirmative action.  


Suzy:
Gee, I didn’t know that.  So Harry isn’t very bright.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

22.
These exercises are impossible.  How do they expect us to get them right?  There are no right answers!  They’re driving me crazy.

Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

23.
These exercises are difficult but not impossible.  Though there may not be a unique right answer, there are definitely wrong answers.  There are generally not unique best ways to analyze arguments you encounter in your daily life.  The best this course can hope to do is make you think and develop your judgment through these exercises.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

24.
—That masked man saved us. 


—Did you see he has silver bullets in his gunbelt?


—And he called his horse Silver.  


—Didn’t he call his friend Tonto?  


—He must be the Lone Ranger.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

25.  What!?  Me sexually harass her?  You’ve got to be kidding!  I never would have asked her out for a date.  Look at her—she’s too fat, and, besides, she smokes.  I’m the President of the United States, and I can do anything I want.

Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

26.
Tom:  Suzy was diagnosed with strep throat.  I’ve been around her for weeks.  My throat 
feels sore in the same way it did the last time I had strep.  So I have strep too.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

27.
(From the Associated Press, July 8, 1999, about a suit against tobacco companies for making “a defective product that causes emphysema, lung cancer, and other illnesses.”)


The industry claimed there is no scientific proof that smoking causes any illness and that 
the public is well aware that smoking is risky.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

28.
This book will be concerned exclusively with abstract decision theory and will focus on its logical and philosophical foundations.  This does not mean that readers will find nothing here of practical value.  Some of the concepts and methods I will expound are also found in business school textbooks. (Michael Resnik, Choices)

Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

29.
Lee:
Boring professors make students fall asleep in class.  


Tom:
So Professor Zzzyzzx is boring.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so):

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

30.
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Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

31.
This happened in broad daylight and that means that somebody saw something that can 
help catch the person responsible for this killing before there is any more violence. 

Pasadena Interim Deputy Police Chief Mike Korpal, March 11, 2010


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

32.

a.
Make up an argument against the idea that lying is a good way to convince people.
b.
Convert your argument in (a) to show that reasoning badly on purpose is not 

effective or ethical.

Exercises for Section D

1.
What do we mean when we say that you can’t get “ought” from “is”?


Analyze the following exercises by answering the questions below each.

2.
Flo has always wanted a dog, but she’s never been very responsible.  She had a fish once, but it died after a week.  She forgot to water her mother’s plants, and they died.  She stepped on a neighbor’s turtle and killed it.

Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

3.
They shouldn’t execute that guy tomorrow, even if he is a murderer.  It’s wrong to kill 
anyone.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

4.
Zoe:  I want to make a lot of money.


Zoe’s mother:  So you should go to law school.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

5.
Capital punishment executes innocent people, and it disproportionately affects minorities.  States with capital punishment do not have lower murder rates than states without capital punishment.  So capital punishment should be abolished.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

6.
Dick:
We shouldn’t leave the lights on when we’re away.


Zoe:
Why?


Dick:
Because we should do all we can to conserve energy.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

7.
Zoe:
We should go to Suzy’s dinner party tonight.


Dick:
Why?


Zoe:
She invited us and she’ll be very unhappy if we don’t come.


Dick:
But I always have a miserable time at her dinner parties.


Zoe:
Look, we should go because she’s our friend, and we shouldn’t make our 

friends unhappy.


Argument?  (yes or no)


Conclusion (if unstated, add it):


Premises:

Additional premises needed to make it valid or strong (if none, say so): 

Classify:   valid    strong                       weak

Good argument?  (Choose one and give an explanation.)

It’s good (passes the three tests).



It’s valid or strong, but you don’t know if the premises are true, so you can’t say if it’s good or bad.

It’s bad because it’s unrepairable (state which of the reasons apply).

Exercises for Section E

1. Suzy says, “I find fat men unattractive, so I won’t date you.”  


a.
What has Suzy implied?


b.
What can the fellow she’s talking to infer?

2. The following conversation is ascribed to W. C. Fields (or Winston Churchill) at a formal dinner party.  What can we say he implied?

W. C.  Fields:
Madame, you are horribly ugly.


Lady:
Your behavior is inexcusable.  You’re drunk.


W. C. Fields:
I may be drunk, but tomorrow I’ll be sober.

3. Dr. E:  I always keep about 10 pounds extra on me because I heard that women are intimidated by a man with a perfect body.


What can we infer that Dr. E believes?

4. (Advertisement on a billboard)  Wendy’s.  Our beef is fresh.  Never frozen.

What’s implied here?

5. In July 2002, the famous racecar driver Al Unser was arrested on allegations by his girlfriend that very late one night he hit her and forced her out of the car in a deserted area.  His uncle, Bobby Unser, was quoted in the Albuquerque Journal as saying:

What Little Al and Gina Sota did that night was the most nothing thing I’ve ever heard of . . .  .  He didn’t use a gun or a knife or a stick.  What’s the big deal about that?  This girl is a topless dancer.  She’s been down that road 100 times.


What can we infer that Bobby Unser believes?

6. [State Senator Manny Aragon] has complained that New Mexico’s population is 42 percent Hispanic but the state has no Hispanic representative in Congress. That sentiment was echoed Thursday by State House Majority Whip James Taylor, an Albuquerque Democrat, who, like Aragon, represents the South Valley in Bernalillo County.  “It’s embarrassing that New Mexico currently has no Hispanic representative in Congress, especially being a majority-minority state,” Taylor said in an interview, meaning that the sum of all non-Anglo residents is larger than the Anglo population. “We need to make sure all people of the state are represented.” Associated Press, June 1, 2001

What has James Taylor implied?

7. Michael Hauptman is a civil libertarian, period.  . . .  Hauptman defends those he wants to defend, no matter what anyone else thinks.  He has been the lawyer for witch doctors, the homeless, the outspoken civil rights loner Hosea Williams, and, as described by the Atlanta Constitution, “a parade of candidates for the electric chair.”

Hauptman puts it this way: “I’ve represented all kinds of bad people . . . .  I even once represented an insurance company and a bank.” Nat Hentoff, Free Speech for Me—But Not for Thee, 1992, p. 267


What can we infer from Hauptman’s remarks?

8.
Give a recent example where you inferred a claim.  Were you justified? 

