CHAPTER 4

Exercises for Sections A and B.1

1. Why can’t we require that every claim be backed up?

2. What three choices can we make about whether to believe a claim?

3. If the conclusion of a valid argument is false, why must one of the premises be false?

4. Give an example of a rumor or gossip you heard in your personal life recently that you believed.  Did you have good reason to believe it?  Why?

5. We can tell that a rumor or gossip is coming up when someone says, “Guess what I heard.”  Give five other phrases that alert us similarly.

•

•

•

•

•

6. Should you trust an encyclopedia over your own experience?  Explain.

7. Give an example of a claim that someone made this week that you knew from your own experience was false.

8. Give an example of time when you accepted or rejected a claim, but you should have suspended judgment.

9. Give an example of a claim that you believed was true from memory, but really you were making a deduction from your experience.

10. When is it reasonable for us to accept a claim that disagrees with our own experience? Give an example (not from the text) of a claim that it is reasonable for you to accept even though it seems false from your own experience.

11. Remember the last time this class met?  Answer the following about your instructor.

a. Male _____  or  Female  _____

b. Hair color  _________

c. Eye color                      

d. Approximate height  _________

e. Approximate weight _________

f. Did he/she bring a backpack to class?    _________  If so, describe it.

g. Did he/she use notes?    _________

h. Did he/she get to class early?    _________

i. Did he/she wear a jacket?    _________

j. Is he/she left-handed or right-handed?    _________

12. Remember the last time this class met?  Answer the following about the room:

a. How many windows?    _________

b. How many doors?    _________

c. How many walls?    _________

d. Any pictures?    _________

e. Lectern?   _________

f. How high is the ceiling?    _________

g. How many light fixtures?    _________

h. How many chairs?    _________

i. How many students showed up for class?    _________

j. Wastebasket?    _________

k. What kind of floor (concrete, tile, linoleum, carpet)?    _________

l. Did you get out of class early?    _________

13. Which of your answers to Exercises 11 and 12 were from actual memory, and which were inferences?

14. List five ways that the physical conditions around us can affect our observations.

•

•

•

•

•

15. List five ways that your mental state could affect your observations.

•

•

•

•

•

16. Our personal observations are no better than ____________________ ?

17. What does a bad argument tell us about its conclusion?

Exercises for Section B

1.
When should we suspend judgment on a claim?

2.
a.
Give five criteria for accepting an unsupported claim.



•



•



•



•



•


b.
Give two criteria for rejecting an unsupported claim.



•



•

3.

a. Explain why we should apply the criteria listed in the summary in the order in which they are listed.

b. Do these criteria imply that you should believe your mom over your professor?

4.

a. Describe two people you encounter regularly whose word you trust.  Then say why you believe them.

b. Give an example of a claim that one of them made that you shouldn’t accept because the knowledge or expertise he or she has does not bear on that claim.

5.
List three categories of experts you feel you can trust.  State for which kind of claims those kinds of people would be experts.


category of expert                                     kinds of claims they’re experts on

6.
Give a recent example from some media outlet of an expert being quoted whose claims you accepted as true.

7.
Give an example from some media outlet of an expert being quoted whose expertise does not bear on the claim being put forward, so you have no reason to accept the claim.

8.
Give an example of an expert who made a claim recently that turned out to be false.  Do you think it was a lie?  Or did the person just not know it was false?

9.
Find a story that the New York Times retracted.  Does that show that we can’t trust it any more than the website TMZ?

10.
Give an example of a claim you’ve heard repeated so often you think it’s true, but which 
you really have no reason to believe.

11.
See if you can determine who wrote each article on the home page of your favorite news 
website.

12.
Which section of your local news website do you think is most reliable?  Why?

13.
Choose a website you often read, and tell the class what biases you expect from it. That is, for what kinds of claims in it should you suspend judgment rather than accept?

14.
a.
What part of the national newscast do you think is most likely to be true?  Why?  


b.
Which part do you think is least reliable?  Why?

15.
Give an example of a news story you heard or read that you knew was biased because it didn’t give the whole story.

16.
Find an article that has quotes from some “think tank” or “institute” and attach it here. Find out what bias that group might have.

17.
Choose one of the large national news broadcasting outlets and find out who owns the 
company and what companies it owns.


Broadcasting outlet:


Owned by:


Owns (or also owned by the same company):

18.
Attach here an article that that praises some business or type of business that comes from a magazine that has lots of advertising from that business or type of business.

19.
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How should he respond?

20.
Your friend who’s an avid fan tells you that the basketball game on Saturday has been cancelled.  Five minutes later you hear on the radio that tickets are on sale for the game on Saturday.  Whom do you believe?  Why?

21.
Your doctor tells you that the pain in your back can’t be fixed without surgery.  You go to the health-food store, and the clerk tells you they have a root extract that’s been made especially for back pain that’ll fix your back.  Whom do you believe?  Why?

22.
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Comment on Tom’s reasons for believing that steroids won’t harm him.

23.
Evaluate the following claims by saying whether you accept, reject, or suspend judgment, citing the criteria you are using to make that decision.

a. Toads give you warts.  (said by your mother)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
b. Toads give you warts.  (said by your doctor)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
c. The moon rises in the west.

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
d. The Pacers beat the Knicks 92–84 last night.  (heard on your local news)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
e. They’re marketing a new liposuction machine you can attach to your vacuum cleaner.   (in the weekly supplement to your Sunday paper)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
f. You were speeding.  (said by a police officer)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
g. Boise-Cascade has plans to log all old-growth forests in California. (said by a Sierra Club representative)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
h. The United States government was not involved in the recent coup attempt in Venezuela.  (unnamed sources in the Defense Department, by the Associated Press)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
i. Cats are the greatest threat to public health of any common pet. (said by the author of this book)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
j. Cats are the greatest threat to public health of any common pet. (said by the Surgeon General)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:

k. Crocodiles weep after eating their victims, hence the term “crocodile tears.” (in the travel section of your local newspaper)

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
l. Blood is blue without oxygen.

accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
m. It is very unlikely that anyone could get infected with avian flu by eating thoroughly cooked chicken. (New York Times, Science and Health section, citing Professor William K. Hallman of Rutgers University)
accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
n. Earlier this year, 56-year-old Spanish fisherman Luigi Marquez went through a nightmarish experience as he was swallowed whole by a whale, presumed dead by all who knew him. (SpiritScience website, September 2, 2016)
accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
o. A DePauw University computer study sometime back turned up a remarkable finding. Coeds were asked to submit their grade point averages plus their bust, waist, and hip measurements.  No significance was found in the upper-body measurements.  But the larger the hips, the better the grades.
(The Pantagraph, Bloomington, IN, Dec. 9, 1981)
accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
p. The 54-study review of 3,000 asthma patients finds that no chemical or physical intervention to reduce exposure to house dust mites is effective. (“Dust Mites Outlast Heroic Efforts to Help Asthma Patients,” Science Daily, April 16, 2008)
accept        reject       suspend judgment

criteria:
Exercises for Section C

1. What difference is there between how we evaluate an advertisement and how we evaluate any other (implicit) argument?

2. Find an advertisement and evaluate the claims in it.

3. Identify a website whose claims you believe, and explain why you consider it to be a 
reliable source. (Don’t use a personal website of friends or family—or yourself.)

4. Print out a page of a website devoted to UFOs and attach it here.

a. Are any sentences too vague to be claims?  

b. Are the claims plausible?  

c. Contradictory?  

d. Is there an argument?

e. Is the argument good?

f. Trade with a classmate to comment on each other’s evaluation.

Evaluate the following in terms of the criteria in this chapter.

5. Maxell media—offers 100 years of archival life!  Delivers quality you can trust! (MacMall catalogue, 2003)
6. Professor Rooney placed 11th out of 145 in the Jeopardy! Ultimate Tournament of Champions. (“Jeopardy! Ultimate Tournament of Champions”, Wikipedia)
7. Pet Healer  Pet Healer with psychic abilities to communicate with pets that have left this earthly plane.  Contact 292–xxxx.   Suggested donation: $25–$100. (Crosswinds Weekly, Albuquerque)
8. “I’m Katy Perry.  I love being a free spirit onstage and off, but when you suffer with acne blemishes, you don’t feel very free.  I tried everything to get rid of my acne but nothing worked.  So one day, I ordered Proactiv solution.  Within a couple of weeks, my skin cleared up fast.” (Proactiv commercial)

9. Evaluate the website of The BARK of DOG Foundation at <www.BARKofDOG.org>.

10. Evaluate the website of McWhortle Enterprises at <www.McWhortle.com>.

11. Dick:
My uncle’s doctor told him that he’s got prostate trouble.
Zoe:
What does that mean?  I don’t even know what a prostate is.
Dick:
Beats me.

Can you help Dick and Zoe?  Search on the web for “prostate” and check out five of the sites on the first page of results.  Which do you trust?  Why?  Do you now know what a prostate is and what kinds of problems there can be with them?  Compare those sites to the printed version of the Encyclopedia Britannica in your school library.

Exercises for Section D
1.
a.
What is an appeal to authority?


b.
Give an example of a bad appeal to authority you heard recently.


c.
Give an example of a good appeal to authority you heard recently.

2.
When are we justified in rejecting a claim because of who said it?

3.
Give an example of a bad appeal to common belief you heard recently.

4.
Why should you never mistake the person for the argument?

5.
What does it mean to say that a person has made a phony refutation?

6.
Find a conspiracy theory presented on the web.  Explain why you do or do not believe it.


For each of the exercises below, answer the questions below it.

7.
Suzy:
I played doubles on my team for four years.  It is definitely a more intense game 


than playing singles.


Zoe:
Yesterday on the news Maria Sharapova said that doubles in tennis is much 


easier because there are two people covering almost the same playing area.


Suzy:
I guess she must be right then.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

8.
Mom:
You shouldn’t stay out so late.  It’s dangerous, so I want you home early.


Son:
But none of my friends have curfews, and they stay out as long as they want.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

9.
Manuel:
Barbara said divorce’ll hurt her kids’ emotions.


Maria:

But she goes out with her boyfriend every night leaving the kids and her husband at home.  She won’t divorce, but she’s already hurt her kids.  So it doesn’t matter if she gets divorced or not.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

10.  [image: image3.emf]

What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

11.
Zoe:
You should be more sensitive to the comments you make around people.


Dick:
Of course you’d think that—you’re a woman.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

12.
Zoe:
The author of this book said that bad people always make wrong decisions.  You need to have virtue to make good use of critical thinking.

Suzy:
What does he know about virtue?


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

13.
Zoe:
That program to build a new homeless shelter is a great idea.  We need to help get poor people off the streets so they can eventually fend for themselves.


Suzy:
How could you say that?  You don’t even give money to the homeless guy who was begging on the street corner there.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

14.
Zoe:
That new law against panhandling is terrible.  People have a right to ask for money so long as they aren’t really bothering anyone.


Tom:
Sure.  And I suppose you believe everything else the ACLU says.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

15.
Prof. Zzzyzzx:  Mine doctor told me cigarettes I should be ceasing.  He said bad lungs they will give me and mine skin wrinkle and mine blood pressure to increase.  But I do not listen to his talk because he is always smoking like the chimney.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

16.
Zoe:
You’re going to explode our water bill the way you’re watering the lawn?


Dick:
I’m going to increase the water bill?  What about those 30-minute showers you take every day?


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

17.
Tom:
What do you think about requiring kids at school to wear uniforms?


Lee:
My mom said it was great, so I’m behind it.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?
18.
Doctor:  Well, your test results show you have very high cholesterol.  You need to cut back on fatty foods and get more exercise, or else you’re likely to develop heart disease.


Prof. Zzzyzzx:  Vat are you talking?  I am very good feeling.  Eating meat gives me strength!


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?
19.
Doctor:
You are morbidly obese.  If you don’t lose some weight, you’ll develop serious health problems.


Wanda:
 You’re just prejudiced against fat people.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

20.
Maria:
What do you think about the new book on financial independence?


Lee:
It must be good; it’s on the New York Times Best Seller list.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

22.
Suzy:
Did you notice that only beautiful women advertise in the personal columns here?


Zoe:
How do you know?


Suzy:
Duh, they say so in their ads.


What, if any, classifications of this section does this fit?

Is this a bad argument?

