CHAPTER 2

Exercises for Section A

1. Give an example of a vague sentence that someone tried to pass off to you as a claim.

2. Which of the following are too vague to be considered claims?  (You may have to  suggest a context in which the sentence is spoken.) 

a. Manuel:  Maria is a better cook than Lee.

b. Lee:  Manuel looks like he has a cold today.

c. Public animal shelters should be allowed to sell unclaimed animals to laboratories  for experimentation.

d. Tuition at state universities does not cover the entire cost to the university of a student’s education.

e. All unnatural sex acts should be prohibited by law.

f. All citizens should have equal rights.

g. People with disabilities are just as good as people who are not disabled.

h. Boy, are you lucky to get a date with Jane—on a scale of 1 to 10, she’s at least a 9.

i. Zoe has beautiful eyes.

j. Dog food is cheaper at Furr’s grocery store than at Smith’s grocery.

k. Alpo in cans is cheaper at Furr’s grocery store than at Smith’s grocery.

l. Spot is a big dog.

m. Cholesterol is bad for you.

n. Parents should be held responsible for crimes their children commit.

o. “Pasadena City College: a global community for the 21st century”   (radio ad)

p. We offer no hassle loans.

q. “Each one of us has an important contribution to make in terms of shaping our collective vision and helping us create a welcoming and positive environment that truly serves the needs of our students and community.” (memo to faculty from Kathleen F. Burke, Ed.D., Pierce College President, 2016)

r. “Coaching people to unleash their aspirations, move beyond what they already think and know, and maximize their results fulfills one of our highest aspirations of what it is to be a human being.” (Robert Hargrove, The Masterful Coaching Fieldbook, 2007)
3. Find an advertisement that treats a vague sentence as if it were a claim and attach it here.
4. What’s wrong with the following attempt to convince?

Look, officer, if I were going 36 in this 35 m.p.h. zone, you wouldn’t have given me a ticket, right?  What about 37?  But at 45 you would?  Well, isn’t that saying that the posted speed limit is just a suggestion?  Or do you write the law on what’s speeding?

5. a.
Can a claim be ambiguous? 

b.
Can a claim be vague?

6. How much ambiguity can we tolerate in an argument?

7. Decide whether each of the following sentences is a claim.  If it is ambiguous, give at least two sentences corresponding to the ways it could be understood.

a. Zoe saw the waiter with the glasses.

b. Americans bicycle thousands of miles every year.

c. If someone is under 18 years old, then he cannot vote in this country.

d. I am over 6 feet tall.

e. Zoe is cold.

f. The players on the basketball team had a B average in their courses.

g. All men are created equal.

h. It is better to be rich than famous.

i. “VA Reaches Out To Blind Vets”

Albuquerque Journal, headline, August, 18, 2009

j. Cats are a species of reptile.

k. “I remember meeting a mother of a child who was abducted by the North Koreans right here in the Oval Office.”        George W. Bush, June, 26, 2008

l. Public education in California is on the decline.

m. He gave her cat food.

8. Give an example of an ambiguous sentence you’ve heard recently.

9. The following argument depends on ambiguity or vagueness to sound convincing. Rewrite at least one of the sentences to eliminate the ambiguity.

Dick to Zoe:  Anything that’s valuable should be protected.  Good abdominal muscles are valuable—you can tell because everyone is trying to get them.  A layer of fat will protect my abs.  So I should continue to be 11 pounds overweight.

10. A special kind of ambiguity occurs all the time when we’re talking about what we say. For example, suppose I say:

The Taj Mahal has eleven letters.

I don’t mean that the building has eleven letters, but that the name of it does.  In speech we use a different tone of voice or make quote marks in the air with our fingers.  In writing we use quotation marks around a word or phrase to show that we’re talking about that word or phrase.  I should indicate that as: 

“The Taj Mahal” has eleven letters.

We also use quotation marks as an equivalent of a wink or a nod in conversation, a nudge in the ribs indicating that we’re not to be taken literally, or that we don’t really subscribe to what we’re saying.  We call these “scare quotes,” and when used this way they allow us to get away with “murder.”
For each of the following, indicate if any quotation marks should be inserted.

11. Suzy can’t understand what argument means.

12. Suzy can’t understand the argument Dr. E gave in class.

13. The judge let him get away with murder.

14. O’Brien says that there are seven legal ways to never pay taxes.

Exercises for Section B

1.
a.
What is a subjective claim?


b.
What is an objective claim?


c.
Are there any claims that are neither objective nor subjective?

2.
a.
Give an example of a true objective claim.


b.
Give an example of a false objective claim.


c.
Give an example of a true subjective claim.


d.
Give an example of a false subjective claim.

3.
Explain why a sentence that is too vague to be taken as an objective claim might be 
acceptable as a subjective claim.

4.
Make up a list of five claims for your classmates to classify as objective or subjective.

5. State whether each of the following is objective, or subjective, or not a claim at all. In some cases you’ll have to imagine who’s saying it and the context.  Where possible, 
explain your answer in terms of the standards being used.
a. Wool insulates better than rayon.

b. Silk feels better on your skin than rayon.

c. Pablo Picasso painted more oil paintings than Norman Rockwell.

d. Bald men are more handsome.

e. You intend to do your very best work in this course.

f. He’s sick!  How could someone say something like that?

g. He’s sick; he’s got the flu.

h. Cats enjoy killing birds.

i. Murder is wrong.

j. Your answer to Exercise 3 in Chapter 1 of this book is wrong.

k. Demons caused me to kill my brother.

l. (In a court of law, said by the defense attorney)  The defendant is insane.

m. Zoe is more intelligent than Dick.

n. Zoe gets better grades in all her courses than Dick.

o. Suzy believes that the moon does not rise and set.

p. Dick’s dog Spot ran to his bowl and drooled when Dick got his dog food.

q. Dick’s dog Spot is hungry.

r. Fifty-four percent of women responding to a recent Gallup Poll said they do not think that women have equal employment opportunities with men.

s. Fifty-four percent of women think that women have equal employment opportunities 
with men.

t. God exists.

6.
Bring to class two advertisements, one that uses only subjective claims and another that 
uses only objective claims.

7.
a.
Give an example of someone treating a subjective claim as if it were objective. 


b.
Give an example of someone treating an objective claim as if it were subjective.

8.
What, if anything, is wrong with these?


a.
Tom:
It is more likely for a teenage girl to get into an automobile accident 




than a boy.



Zoe:
That’s a sexist remark!


b.
Zoe:
I’m so tired.



Dick:
C’mon.  You can’t be tired, you just got 12 hours of sleep.


c.
Dick:
You’re going for a run now?  That’s crazy.  It’s way too hot for a run.



Tom:
No it isn’t.  It’s just right.

9.
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Is Zoe right?  How should Dick respond?

10.
Go back to some of the essays you’ve written for other courses and find where you used 
a phrase like “I think” or “It seems to me that”.  Did you really mean for what you said to be taken as just your personal opinion?

11.
Give an example of a claim that you thought was intersubjective but later you found out that you were wrong.

12.
Bring to class a political piece where the writer tries to make it seem that a claim he or she is making is intersubjective when you know very well that it isn’t.

13.
Bring to class a movie criticism (Netflix is a good place to look) and decide whether the writer is trying to convince you that claims he or she is making are not just his or her opinion.  Explain how the writer does it.

Exercises for Section C

1.
What is a prescriptive claim?

For each of the following, explain why you understand it as prescriptive or descriptive, providing a standard to make it clear enough to be a claim if necessary.  Then say whether you think it is true or whether you think it’s false.

2.
Dissecting monkeys without anesthetic is cruel and immoral.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

3.
Dissecting monkeys without anesthetic is prohibited by the National Science Foundation 
funding guidelines.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

4.
Larry shouldn’t marry his sister.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

5.
Employees must wash hands before returning to work.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

6.
Downloading a pirated copy of this textbook is wrong.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

7.
It’s better to conserve energy than to heat a room above 68o.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

8.
It’s about time that the government stop bailing out the bankers.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

9.
Dick and Zoe have a dog named “Spot.”


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

10.
The government should raise the tax rate for the upper 1% of all tax payers.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

11.
This school should require students to take critical thinking their first year so that they can improve their comprehension in all their other courses.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

12.
Dogs are good and cats are bad.


Prescriptive or descriptive?


Standard needed?

Exercises for Section D

1.
What is required of a good definition?

2.
Why should we avoid persuasive definitions?

3.
Classify the following as a definition, a persuasive definition, or neither.  If it is a 
definition, state why you think it is good or bad.


a.
“Dog” means “a canine creature that brings love and warmth to a human family.”


b.
Domestic violence is any violent act by a spouse or lover directed against his or her 

partner within the confines of the home of both.


c.
A feminist is someone who thinks that women are better than men.


d.
A conservative, in politics, is one who believes that we should conserve the political 

structure and laws as they are as much as possible, avoiding change.


e.
A liberal is someone who wants to use your taxes to pay for what he thinks will do 

others the most good.


f.
Love is blind.


g.
Sexual intercourse is when a man and a woman couple sexually with the intent of 

producing offspring.


h.
Less-developed countries (LDCs)  The economies of Asia, Africa, and Latin 

America.   (From an economics textbook)  


i.
A killer whale has a sleek, streamlined, fusiform (tapered at both ends) body shape.


j.
A real fan has season tickets.


k.
Critical thinking is a habit of mind characterized by the comprehensive exploration 

of issues, ideas, artifacts, and events before accepting or formulating an opinion or conclusion.
(Association of American Colleges and Universities)
4.
For each of the following, give both a definition and a persuasive definition:


a.
Homeless person


b.
Spouse


c.
School bus

5
For each of the following replace “believes in” with other words that mean the same:


a.
Zoe believes in free love.


b.
Dick believes in God.


c.
Zoe believes in the Constitution.


d.
Zoe believes in herself.

6.
Bring in an example of a definition used in one of your other courses.  Is it good?

7.
Sometimes we can make an apparently subjective claim objective by making a definition.  For example, “Harry is intelligent” can be objective if we define “intelligent” to mean “has a B average or better in university courses.”  Give definitions that make 
the following subjective claims objective.


a.
It’s hot outside.


b.
Eating a lot of fat every day is unhealthy.

8.
Go to one of your other textbooks and find a definition that is made in passing, not 
explicitly stated as a definition.

9.
Verify whether the presentation of the definition of “claim” in Chapter 1 follows the steps in making a good definition.

Exercises for Chapter 2

1. State which of the following can together apply to a single sentence and give an example:

claim

subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition

For each of the following, indicate which of the terms from Exercise 1 apply.  If you think your instructor might disagree, provide an explanation.

2. Donkeys can breed with other equines.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
3. The manifest content of a dream is what a dream appears to be about to the dreamer.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
4. A grade of A in this course means you know how to parrot what the professor said.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
5. Public Health Is the Greatest Good for the Most Numbers  

(on the logo of the New Mexico Department of Health)
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
6. Too much TV is bad for children.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
7. China has the largest land mass of any single country.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
8. I’ve already see the new Star Wars movie.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
9. There are five countries in North America.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
10. I’m going to throw up.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
11. “We [the United States] are the leader of the free world.”

Senator J. Rockefeller on “Day to Day,” National Public Radio, July 23, 2004
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
12. Science, when well digested, is nothing but good sense and reason.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
13. Remember loved ones lost through Christmas concert.  

Headline, The Spectrum, December 4, 1998
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
14. If America shows uncertainty and weakness in this decade, the world will drift toward tragedy.
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
15. Buying low cost property and renting it out is a great way to create wealth and constant cash flow.    (from an extension course description)
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
16. I can’t take it anymore!
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
17. That test was easy.    (Tom to Suzy after Dr. E’s last critical thinking exam)
claim
subjective
ambiguous or too vague

not claim
objective
definition
persuasive definition
